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WHAT IS OREF?

• An independent, not-for-profit organization 
funding orthopaedic research in all subspecialties

• Highly respected NIH-based grant review 
protocols to ensure a high level of scientific rigor.

• OREF is entirely funded by philanthropy.
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Funding Research that Advances All of Orthopaedics

OREF GRANT PROGRAMS
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• In 2018, 147 California surgeons donated 
$159,440 to the OREF Annual Fund, with 
$92,740 directed to OREF and $66,700 to 
orthopaedic partner organizations like COA.

• Seventy-three California donors are members of 
the OREF Shands Circle and 24 are members of 
the OREF Visionary Research Society.

A LEGACY OF GENEROSITY
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SUPPORTING ORTHOPAEDICS IN California

• California researchers and institutions have 
received 406 grants and awards for a total of 
$11.6 million in funding from OREF

• In 2018, OREF awarded 15 grants to California 
researchers, totaling $66,000

• 2019 COA Resident Award recipient:                      
Sofia Bougioukli, MD, USC
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“The OREF grant has facilitated my ability to expand my thinking 
and search for new ways to treat periprosthetic infection.”

“We all want to make our patients’ lives better and researching new 
methods of treatment is one way to do that. If you’re not a researcher, 
you can support someone who is. It doesn’t have to be a fortune.”

SUPPORTING RESEARCH IS GOOD FOR OUR PATIENTS

A California perspective:

Derek F. Amanatullah, MD, PhD
Stanford U. Medical Center
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• OREF encourages all orthopaedic surgeons to 
become Sustaining Order of Merit donors with a 
gift of $1,000 to OREF through its Annual Fund.

• Importantly, you can make an additional gift to 
OREF’s orthopaedic partner organizations—
including the California Orthopaedic Association—
when you make your OREF Annual Fund gift.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ANNUAL FUND!



@oreftoday

In this audience are some of California’s, and the 
Nation’s, most experienced disability evaluators.

Research encompasses much more than genomics, 
molecular biochemistry, regenerative biology and other 
forms of laboratory-based investigations.

Imagine collaborative research proposals from individuals in this 
audience, or the Work Comp Committee of COA, with AAOS, 
ABOS, AMA, funded in whole, or part, by OREF to:

1) Evaluate effectiveness, or lack thereof, of education of 
our orthopaedic residents in the area of disability 
evaluation, leading to RRC approved curriculum 
enhancements.

2) Develop and validate test questions for the orthopaedic
resident inservice exams and ABOS Board Exam.
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3) Develop a creative and scored exam on disability 

ratings that would satisfy MOS requirements

4) Research the validity of content of the 5th

and 6th editions of AMA Guidelines

5) Collaborate with insurers to compare effectiveness 

of evaluations among orthopaedic surgeons, 

Chiropractors and Podiatrists. (That would be fun.)
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Please make an annual gift of $1,000 a year to OREF 
a part of your ‘orthopaedic citizenship’, equal in 
importance as your annual gifts to the COA and 
AAOS PACs.

Currently, only 7% of practicing orthopaedic
surgeons make a gift each year to OREF.

That is not something of which we can be proud. Thank 
you to those of you who are part of the 7%. Let’s do 
better this year and let California lead the way!

www.oref.org/annual

http://www.oref.org/
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Visit www.oref.org/impact to learn how research 
has had a positive impact on these patients.


